Proclamation of Independence of Morocco,
11 January 1944

Text of the Proclamation of Independence of January 11 presented to Sultan Muhammad V:
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English

Praise God, for the Istiglal Party, which is composed of
members of the former Nationalist Party as well as
independent persons:

Whereas Morocco has always constituted a free and
sovereign state, and that it has held its independence
through 13 centuries up until the moment when, under
particular circumstances, a protectorate regime was
imposed upon it;

Whereas the regime's objective and purpose were to give
Morocco a set of administrative, financial, and military
reforms, without impinging on the traditional sovereignty of
the Moroccan people under the aegis of their king;

Whereas under this regime, the authorities of the
Protectorate have replaced that system with a system of
direct and despotic rule for the benefit of the French
colony—including the military and employees—in which
Morocco only plays a minimal role, and in which the French
authorities have not attempted to address the various needs
of the different elements of the country;

Whereas the French colony, through this system, has been
able to take over all channels of power, as well as to
appropriate and monopolize the country's resources, to the
detriment of its citizens;

Whereas the regime has attempted—through all possible
means—to break the unity of the Moroccan people, to
prevent Moroccans from effectively participating in the
governance of their country, and to deprive them of every
individual civil liberty;
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Whereas the circumstances the world faces today are not
those in which the protectorate was established;

Whereas Morocco has participated significantly in the World
Wars next to the Allied forces, with Moroccans having
impressed everyone with their accomplishments in France,
as well as Tunisia, Sicily, Corsica, and ltaly, and with the
expectation that they will participate in other theaters as
well, particularly in the liberation of France;

Whereas the Allies, who shed their blood for the cause of
liberty, stated in the Atlantic Charter that all peoples have
the right to self-determination, to govern themselves by
themselves, and expressed recently at the Tehran
Conference their resentment toward the doctrine that the
mighty should dominate the weak;

Whereas the Allies expressed their support for Muslim
peoples on multiple occasions, and have granted
independence to some of those whose past and present
civilizations are less developed than Morocco’s;

Whereas the Moroccan nation, which is a harmonious union
of its different elements, feels what is rightfully its own in
terms of rights, and what is upon it in terms of
responsibilities within the country and beyond its borders
under the patronage of its beloved king, and profoundly
appreciates its democratic liberties, which are intrinsically
consonant with our true religion, which has been the
foundation of governance in fellow Islamic countries;

Decides the following:

First: To demand the independence of Morocco and the
integrity of its territory under His Majesty the King
Muhammad Bin Yusuf, may God aid and glorify him.

Second: To implore from His Majesty to seek from the
concerned states the recognition and affirmation of this
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independence, and to sign treaties that define, within the
context of Moroccan sovereignty, the legitimate interests of
foreigners in Morocco.

Third: To request from the Moroccan regime to these states
the acceptance of the Atlantic Charter and participation in
the Reconciliation Conference.

Fourth: To request from his Majesty to include under his
patronage the reform movement that Morocco depends on
from within, and to bring his apt attention to the creation of a
consultative political system, similar to the governments in
Arab Islamic countries in the East, in which the rights of all
components of the people and all its social classes are
ensured, and in which the duties of all are defined.

Peace.



